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virtually all multiethnic societies, people’s ethnic classification becomes an important 
factor in the distribution of societal rewards and hence, their economic and political 
class positions. The ethnic and class hierarchies are largely parallel and interwoven” 
(Marger 2002:286).

The federal definition of ethnicity is based on the Office of Management and  
Budget’s 1977 guideline (U.S. Census Bureau 2005), which defines ethnicity in terms 
of Hispanic/non-Hispanic status, contrary to the conventional social scientific defi-
nition as presented in the previous paragraphs. The U.S. Census treats Hispanic ori-
gin and race as separate and distinct concepts; as a result, Hispanics may be of any 
race. Since 2002, Hispanic Americans became the nation’s largest ethnic minority 
group. The U.S. Census Bureau includes in this category women and men who are 
Mexican, Central and South American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, and other Hispanic. 
The 2013 ethnic and racial composition estimates of the United States are presented 
in Table 3.2. 

In 2012, the U.S. Census reported that minority births were the majority—50.4% 
of children younger than age 1 year were Hispanic, Black, Asian, or of mixed race. 
Non-Hispanic Whites accounted for 49.6% of all births in a 12-month period (U.S. 
Census Bureau 2012b). Commenting on the report, demographer William Frey 
(quoted in Tavernise 2012:A1) said, “This is an important tipping point . . . [a] 
transformation from a mostly white baby boomer culture to a more globalized mul-
tiethnic country that we’re becoming.”

The U.S. Census distinguishes between native and foreign-born residents. Native 
refers to anyone born in the United States or a U.S. island area such as Puerto Rico 
or the Northern Mariana Islands or born abroad of a U.S. citizen parent; foreign born 
refers to anyone who is not a U.S. citizen at birth. Elizabeth Grieco (2010) writes, 
“The foreign born, through their own diverse origins, will contribute to the racial 

Total

White, Alone 245,499,000

Black or African American, Alone 41,623,000

American Indian and Alaska Native, Alone 3,910,000

Asian, Alone 16,632,000

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 
Alone 

722,000

Two or More Races 7,741,000

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2014a. 

Table 3.2  �Annual estimates of the resident population by race and Hispanic origin, 2013

Native: Anyone born 
in the United States or a 
U.S. island area or born 
abroad of a U.S. citizen 
parent

Foreign born: Anyone 
who is not a U.S. citizen 
at birth


